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¥ ^rague situated in the centre of Bohemia, and 
I^J vastly superior in population to all other ci* 
I ties of the country has always held a very 
I prominent place in the annals of our land. Our 
I ancient chronicles often refer to Prague as the 
I mother and head of all Bohemian cities,- similarly 
the STAROMESTSKA RADNICE, town hall 
of the old city may be considered as the centre of 
the historical interest of Prague. 

As Prague is a very ancient city, the town or 
rather towns of Prague enjoyed municipal privileges 
at a very early date a town hall was undoubtedly 
one of the earliest buildings, and it occupied part of 
the site of the present building. The chapel is now 
the only remaining part of ^^ earliest building «md 
it dates from the year 1338,- the other buildings then 
erected at that spot were destroyed by fire in 1399. 

The following century, the fifteenth, is notable for 
the condemnation of HUS — to which I shall again al» 
lude — and for the HUSSITE WARS. In these wars 
the city jof Prague took a prominent part. The battles 
of die Zizkov and the Vysehrad were fought either 
within the boundaries of the present town or in its 
close neighbourhood. 

I may perhaps be allowed to quote here a few 
words from my own writings; »One of rfie most' 
important results of the battles of the Zizkov emd 
the Vysehrad was the temporary supremacy over 
Bohemia, or at least die greatest part of the country 
which the city of Prague obtained. The mother and 
head of the Bohemian cities which had gloriously 
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and successfully defended the religious and political 
liberty of the country, not unfairly claimed the leader* 
ship.« 

During the whole period of the Hussite wars Prague 
is always the centre of the events. The great tragedy 
begins there with the troubles that broke out after the 
death of King Venceslas, and civil dissensions be* 
tween the new town and the more conservative old 
town immediately precede the decisive and final battle 
of Lipany. It would be interesting — did time permit 
— to allude to the many historical events, such as 
the arrestation of the priest John of Zelivo, which 
took place in the townhall at this time. 

The stormy period of the Hussite wars was na* 
turally unfavorable to the erection of new buildings,- 
and though the town hall must long have become too 
small, it was only after the reestablishment of peace 
that the counciUhouse was rebuilt and considerably 
enlarged by the inclusion of an adjoining house which 
had been lift to the town by the widow of one of 
the citizens. At this time also the tower adjoining 
the ancient chapel was built and the famed clock 
placed on it. 

Though the acceptation of the compacts which 
shortly followed the battle of Lipany secured at least 
a temporary agreement between the Romanists and 
the Hussites of Bohemia, the whole period of Bohe= 
mian history which begins with the Hussite wars and 
ends with the battle of the WHITE MOUNTAIN 
in 1620 is a very stormy one, The kings of Bohemia 
were very often absent from the country and thechroni* 



cles of the time record constant municipal strife ge* 
nerally founded on religious controversies. The un- 
fortunately htries known chronicles of Bartos, the 
writer and Sixt of Ottersdorf describe these struggles 
in a very picturesque manner, and well deserve to 
rank with the writings of the better known Italian 
chroniclers. 

The period of Bohemian independence ends with 
the batrie of the White Mountain. The Bohemian 
Protestants chose FREDERICK OF THE PA» 
LATINATE as their king, and he and his English 
wife Elisabeth, daughter of James I. ruled for one brief 
winter at Prague. The Battle of the White Mountain 
fought in the immediate neighbourhood of Prague was 
shortly followed hy the execution of the Bohemian 
leaders. It took place in that part of the market place 
which immediately adjoins the chapel of the townhall. 

The period that follows the batde of the White 
Mountain is devoid of interest. I do not care to refer 
here to the manner in which the Roman religion was 
reestablished by force, nor to' the oppression from 
which the national language suffered for a lengthy 
period. 

In 1774 the four towns of which Prague had hi» 
therto consisted, the old town, new town, litrie town 
and Hradcany were united under one municipality- 
No immediate enlargement of the townhall was how» 
ever undertaken, and some changes that were made 
to obtain more space unfortunately to a certain exs 
tent spoilt the architecture of the building. The change 
in the municipal government did not for the moment 
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secure greater fttdei>endance to the citizens. The mayor 
of the united community was an official appointed 
by the government. It is only since 1848 that the 
citizens possess the right of electing their mayor. 

As the want of space in the town hali became 
more and more serious, it was at last decided to 
enlarge the building by the purchase of four adjoining 
houses. This was done in 1832, but the system adapted 
for the reconstruction of the town hall caused great 
dissatisfaction and it is now contemplated to rebuilt 
it entirely with considerable enlargements. This has 
become even more necessary since the new districts 
of Vysehrad, Holesovice*Bubny, and Liben have 
also been placed under the central municipality of 
Prague. 

One of the most interesting facts that in Bohemia, 
and specially in Prague mark the period of peace at 
the beginning of the 19"" century is the REVIVAL 
of the NATIONAL FEELING and LAN* 
GUAGE. It is not my purpose to analyse here the 
tangled involved causes whichresulted, in the great 
fact that a buried nationality burst its graveclothes 
and reappeared radiant in the world. It is sufficient 
to state that the greatest part of Bohemia, formerly 
almost Germanised has now again become tho* 
rou;^ly Slavic. The national language for a time 
used almost only by the peasaritry in outlying districts 
is now freely and generally used by the educated 
classes in most parts c^ the country. Prague itself that 
had for a time acquired almost the appjearance of a 
German town, has now a thoroughly Slavic character, 
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The national literature also which had almost ceased 
to exist is in a very flourishing state particularly since 
the foundation of a national university. At no period 
have so many, and so valuable books been written in 
the Bohemian language. I may add that the municipal 
administration in the centre of which we now are, is 
also entirely carried on in the nationed language. 

It remains to me to refer briefly to the principal 
halls and the diapel in the building we are about to 
visit 

The GREAT MODERN HALL of COUN- 
CIL was built in 1879 -» 1880, and is adorned by a 
portrait of our sovereign the emperor Francis Joseph, 
the work of the Bohemian painter Strasirybka, better 
known under the name of Canon, which he adopted. 
Two large paintings in this hall, works of the famed 
Bohemian artist Brozik well deserve notice. The one 
represents HUS AT CONSTANCE on the me* 
morable 6* ofjuly when the council condemned 
him to death. This event is of course of great histo* 
rical interest as it marks the beginning of the Hussite 
wars. A very important qiisode in the religious strife 
which with brief intervals continued in Bohemia for 
two centuries is represented in the other great picture 
in this hall. I refer to THE ELECTION OFKING 
GEORGE OFPODEBRAD. He was the leader 
of the national or protestant party, but by a sudden 
decision the Roman party also gave him their yotes. 
The picture represents the moment when the supreme 
burgrave Zdenek of Sternberg is doing homage to 
his new sovereign. 



THE OLD COUNCIL CHAMBER is also 
of great interest. The architecture is late Gothic and 
the room is decorated with the arms of the 'guilds of 
Prague, The very handsome paneled ceih'ng deserves 
notice. 

From the East door of the old council chamber, 
we enter THE BURGHERS ROOM, which has 
an ancient wooden balcony looking on the market^^ 
place. The ceiling is similar to that of the old coun* 
ciUhall, Under this room is an old dungeon where 
prisoners were often confined before being tried. 

To the East of this part of the townhall is the 
CHAPEL, the oldest part of the whole building. It is 
considered one of the gems of Bohemian Gothic of 
the 14* centurv. It was built as already mentioned 
in 1338. The Gothic high windows are very fine.. 

At the side of the town hall which faces the TyN 
church is the MAyOR'S HALL <Primdtorska 
Sin> which contains an interesting collections of por* 
traits of the mayor's of Prague, 
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THE OLD TOWN HALL AND THE TyN CHURCH. 




THE CHAPEL. 
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